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When thé antipoverty bill

. sailed through the House
last Saturday ‘in President
Johnson's jgreatest legisla-
tive triumph, a good many
Democratic Congressmen
did not join in the Jubila-

tion, " Lo ,
The “ truth. is that they
Pensive grabbag of new and
. old spending programs, will
brove an effective battle
plan against poverty. Many
Democrats supported :it
: only out of. election-year
' loyalty to the President.

' . What really rankled the
‘liberal Demoerats in: the
House, however, was the
price that Mr Johnson
-+ 'thought necessary to pay .
“+  Jor the bill. To get support

; “from.  conservative South.
© ¢+ erners, he practiced human
© ' Sacrifice. :

. The sacrificial vietim was
~Adam Yarmolinsky, a
; @ynamic Administration
i ‘trouble - shooter who was
chief midwife in the hur-
. vied birth of the poverty
. program. Contrary to  the
President’s claim . at . his
Saturday nows conference
that Yarmolinsky - never left
his duties as a Defense
" Department administrator,
| he actuallly joined the
\ poverty task ' force months
Yago. and was ‘scheduled to
ihe deputy director. of {he.”
program after the bjill:
~ :passed. In fact, he ‘no lon.
ger has an ‘office, at the
‘Pentagon. : . Lo

YARMOLINSKY, .

Nlas the misfortune of

| Jooking like the anarchist
’ ‘bomb thrower in old polit- '

s

‘who,
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_doubt that the bill, an ex- &
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ical cartoons, is the sub-
. jeet of constant vilification
"by Gen. Edwig Walker,
John Birch zexzlots and the
fright peddlers, Charges of
" disloyalty .are, of course,
*absurd. He has g1 publie.
record of anticommunism
and helped clear the Reds
out of the American Vet.
erans’ Committee after the
war. '

The announcement that
Yarmolinsky was being sac-
rificed came on the House
floor. Rep. Phil M. Lan-.
drum of Georgia, floor
manager of the paverty
bill, deeclared that Yarmo-
linsky would have no part’

administering the
boverty progran;

No- sooner had ~Landrum .
taken his seat than ga
liberal Represcntative,"
surprised- and infuriated,
rushed up to ask what au-
.thority he had for this
‘pledge. Landram’s reply:
the authority came from’
President Johnson himself,

That night, Indignant
liberals who were the bill’'s
strongest supporters met in
the office of Rep. James Q.
O'Hara of Michigan. They
could do nothing to save -
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‘Yarmolinsky at that stage. |’

In their impotence, they
sent an ultimatum to the
White House warning that

they would tolerate no |:

more such concessions.
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¥ Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 1
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Though it all came as a |

surprise to the liberals, -

Southerners ~ particularly . :

the North Carolina delega- -

tion—had been demanding | .

Yarmolinsky's scalp .as the

R. Sargent Shriver, the an-
tipoverty chief, resisted to

the end. He was overruled
by President Johnson after
top House leaders warned
him: Yarmolinsky or the
bill; take your choice,

IRONICALLY, the sacri-
fice was not nccessary. By
adopting amendments sat.
isfying the conservationist
bloe headed by Rep. John
Saylor (R-Pa), the
number of Republicans
Dbacking the bill climbed
from 5 to 22. Moreover, Mr.
Johnson wused all his busi-
nessman friends, including
such personages as the
oresident of the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad, to put the
heat on Republicans.

One liberal Republican
Congressman, who regards
the bill as a hopeless
hodgepodge, was pressured
by calls_ from Republican
industrialists and newspa-
per editorﬁ in his district.
None of 'them had the §
slightest idea what was in,
the bill, but all urged his.
support, Deciding discretion
was the better part of valor,

~Pprice of voting for the bill. |

1

- ———,

Manner in which
Poverty bill had

pushed from
Mr, Johnson had an un-
derstandable «esire to nusgh
through Congress one ma-
jor bill that had. his awn,
not John 7 Kennedy's,
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imprint. Above all the
other bills, this was “must”
legislation,

It was this desire that led
to the hasty assembling of
the poverty package last

- winter despite graye niis-

givings within the Cabinet.
In turn, it had led to a
crisis atmospiere at
White House last week that
had nothing to do with
Viet-Nam, the roughest
White House Iobbying since

' the Rules 'Committee fight |

of 1961,
sacrifice

and —finallyythe
linsky. i
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But the Yarmolinsky sac- | '
rifice was .a mnatural cul-:
{ -mination of the frenzied
the | -:

the beginning, |

ihe |

of Adam Yarmo- i

h © 1964, Publishers N Der Byn i ¢ ’
he ended up voting for ft," | © %% Fublishers Newsonver ayas ¢

Approved For Release 2

009/02/10 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000800140006-




